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N E W S B R E A K
The SASS Foundation is Proud to Honor a
Distinguished Researcher in Cell Engineering and Cell
Therapy as its 2018 Visiting Professor
The SASS Foundation for Medical Research, Inc. is proud to welcome Dr. Michel
Sadelain, MD, PhD as the Visiting Professor for 2018
Michel Sadelain, MD, PhD,
is the Director of the Center
for Cell Engineering and the
incumbent of the Stephen
and Barbara Friedman
Chair at Memorial SloanKettering Cancer Center;
where he is a Member of the
Immunology Program and
the Departments of Medicine
and Pediatrics.
Dr. Sadelain’s research
focuses on human cell
engineering and cell therapy
to treat cancer and heredi-
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tary blood disorders. His
group was the first to publish
dramatic molecular remissions in patients with acute
lymphoblastic leukemia
following treatment with
autologous CD 19-targeted
T cells.
Dr. Sadelain is the recipient of the Cancer Research
Institute’s Coley Award for
Distinguished Research
in Tumor Immunology,
the Sultan Bin Khalifa
International Award for
Innovative Medical Research
on Thalassemia and NYPLA
Inventor of the Year award.
He previously served on the
NIH Recombinant DNA
Advisory Committee and as
President of the American
Society for Gene and Cell
Therapy.
On Wednesday, March
21st, Dr. Sadelain will
be honored as The SASS
Foundation 2018 Visiting
Professor at Weill Cornell

Medical College. Dr.
Sadelain will conduct Grand
Rounds and is featured as the
Guest Lecturer and present at a Scientific Session in
the Uris Auditorium with a
Luncheon to follow.
Dr. Sadelain will be feted
at a Dinner in his honor at
Felidia’s Restaurant in NYC
on Tuesday, March 20th, the
evening prior, at 6:30 pm.
The dinner will be attended
by SASS Foundation executive and medical board
members and distinguished
invited guests. Dr. Sadelain
will be presented with a special award at the dinner.
Kudos to Dr. Sudhir
Gupta, Chairman, Scientific
and Medical Boards of The
SASS Foundation for his
efforts in coordinating this
special event and bringing
together critical thinkers
and outstanding physicians
and scientists in the field of
cancer research.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN Martin D. Sass
Funding Programs to Advance the Science and Treatment of Cancer
A key focus of the SASS Foundation has been research into blood cancers
and related disorders. There are 137 types of blood cancers and related
disorders (involving blood cells, the bone marrow, the lymph nodes
and other parts of the lymphatic system), according to the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society (“LLS”). We, as well as the LLS has found that many
of the advances that have come from the study of blood cancers are benefitting patients with other types of cancers. I will later describe a program
we are working on in conjunction with the LLS in the fascinating area of
Translational Research.
The FDA has approved groundbreaking genetic therapies using a patient’s
own immune cells to seek out and destroy cancer cells for blood cancers.
Cancer immunotherapy helps to train the immune system to recognize and
attack cancer cells specifically and it is being explored to treat many different types of cancer. We have sponsored research in this growing area.
We have found that our Foundation together with other charitable organizations with shared goals of eradicating cancer can leverage our impact
through joint Research projects and Fellowship grants. Utilizing this means
of leveraging our resources, in 2016 the SASS Foundation for Medical
Research (“SFMR”) launched a new initiative jointly with the Hairy Cell
Leukemia Foundation (“HCLF”), wherein both charitable organizations
agreed to invest up to $2mm ($1mm each) over five years (2016-2012) to
fund two initiatives:
1) Grants for research into the pathogenesis and treatment of lymphoproliferative malignancies (i.e., diseases in which cells of the lymphatic
system grow excessively)

2) A Fellowship Program providing clinical fellowships to sustain cancer research by
younger researchers.
After learning about the SFMR/HCLF joint program the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society (“LLS “) asked the SFMR to join in a Translational
Research Program (“TRP”) which they were supporting. A TRP is a systematic “bench to bedside” effort to convert basic science and clinical research
into promising new treatments that can be used with practical applications
to enhance human health and well-being.
After meeting with key representatives of the LLS, the SFMR and HCLF
agreed in September 2017 to a Collaboration Agreement amongst our three
organizations. The SFMR/HCLF will contribute to LLS a total of $200,000
(50% from SFMR and 50% from HCLF) toward two $600,000 TRP
grants. LLS is providing the balance of the $1mm in funding required for
the TRP grants from its own resources.
Together, these 3 charitable organizations hope to make a real difference
in the science and treatment of cancers.
Heading into its 30th year, The SFMR continues to make promising
strides in our efforts to help defeat cancer and blood related diseases. Your
generous support has continued to make these programs possible.
Please visit our website at www.sassfoundation.org and learn about our
events and programs and consider a donation to further our cause.
Warm regards and best wishes for a Healthy 2018,

Marty Sass

FROM THE PRESIDENT Francis P. Arena, MD, FACP
“April is the cruelest month, breeding, licacs out of the dead land, mixing, memory and desire, stirring, dull roots with spring rain…”
So opens the classic work, The Wasteland, by T.S. Elliot, which harkens the
beginning of spring and the hope that has lied dormant for all of winter.
As I write this letter to all of you, I can see the little heads of crocuses peeping out beneath a cloak of snow. I read in the newspapers about baseball’s
spring training and once again, I become hopefully amused and eager for
spring to truly come. But it is more than just the hitting of a baseball or the
smell of fresh cut grass that stirs my eagerness. It is the hope of a new beginning and a fruitful season that should be full of joy and hope. Hope that
this year we will make advances in the science of cancer that will translate,
someday soon, towards a cure. Throughout this newsletter, you will read
about the many accomplishments that The SASS Foundation for Medical
Research, Inc. has supported and been a pivotal lead. Whether it is through
the collaboration with the Hairy Cell Leukemia Foundation to support
four fellowship grants throughout the nation or continuing with the Carol
Litwin Memorial Award in breast cancer at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, The SASS Foundation has continued to take a leading position locally, nationally, and internationally in the fight against cancer.
Cure is my hope and that day cannot come soon enough. But there are
also some other bits of hope, which makes me smile. It is the hope that I
have for the next generations of young people who will take up this torch
and run to the finish line of a cure for cancer. In this newsletter, you will
see the work of Joan Ambrosino, SASS Education Administrator. Joan
helped me put together an amazing program that we call, “HIT A HOME
RUN FOR MOM…BEAT BREAST CANCER.” This past year we had 12
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Long Island High Schools participate. Each
school received pink-stitched baseballs and
were given self-breast examination card for
the baseball players to give to their mother,
grandmothers, sisters or aunts. Is there a better gift that a young man can give his mother
than giving her a way to detect breast cancer while it is still at an early stage?
Early detection means more lives saved! Turn on the youth of this nation
to be mindful of the early signs of cancer and how to detect it and we are
halfway home to eradicating this menace.
This year, Joan and I, and through the work of one of our Executive Board
members, Joe Amella, have expanded our scope of this amazing program.
Not only will multiple high schools throughout Long Island participate with
the help of Matthew Senk, head baseball coach of Stony brook University,
the “HIT A HOME RUN FOR MOM…” program will be a part of Stony
Brook’s Homecoming event during Mother’s Day weekend. Wearing pink
baseball caps with the motto of this program on the back, Long Island’s
leading Division One baseball team will send a message that will be loud and
clear: “TOGETHER WE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!”
Spring is just around the corner but I can already feel the warmth of the
sun and the hope for long beautiful days that are just ahead of us. We have
the hope and now we have our next generations providing the power to
truly be champions!
PLAY BALL. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. CREATE CHANGE. NEVER
GIVE UP ON FIGHTING FOR A CURE!

Francis P. Arena, MD

25th Annual Outing Raises More Impactful Funds for
Cancer Research
Despite a rainy day
last May, 90% of the
determined Golfers
and supporters of the
SASS Foundation
teamed up at The
Creek, in Lattingtown,
once again this year,
to participate in a funfilled day and evening
and raised six figures to fund cancer research.
Even the rain, could not dampen the golfers’
smiles and great enthusiasm throughout the day
and evening. They knew they were making a
difference!
The day’s events culminated down at the
Creek’s fabulous Beach House and included
Cocktail Reception, abundant Maine Lobsters/
Filet Mignon Dinner and Desserts down on the
beach. What a fantastic way to end a wonderful day for a great cause! Silent auction, Lucky
Bucks, and Raffle Prizes Drawing with fabulous
prizes were all part of this special evening.
A portion of the net proceeds from the Outing
go toward continuing funding for The SASS
Foundation Carol Litwin Memorial Award—a
multi- year immune-oncology research project
focused on breast cancer at Memorial Sloan

Kettering Cancer Center—which began in
2010 and continues thanks to the efforts of
Bob Litwin, Tennis Chairman, and The SASS
Foundation’s loyal supporters and participants.
Dr. Francis Arena, President and Co-Founder
of The SASS Foundation, provided an update on
the latest in treatments and therapies in the fight
against cancer. Dr. Arena introduced medical
oncologist and researcher, Dr. Elizabeth Comen,
the 2017 SASS Foundation Carol Litwin
Memorial Fellow at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, where breast cancer research
has been funded by the SASS Foundation since
2010. Dr. Comen provided an update on her
research that utilizes immunotherapy to harness
the immune system to treat and potentially cure

breast cancer cells. Dr. Comen thanked The
SASS Foundation profusely for providing these
funds to conduct this vital multi-year research in
clinical trials to increase cure rate in women with
breast cancer.
Martin D. Sass, Chairman and Co-Founder
of The SASS Foundation, addressed the audience and thanked all for their involvement and
continued support. He also thanked the many
corporations and individuals whose sponsorships,
for their participation that has helped to make
a difference in the Foundation’s quest to help
eradicate cancer. Their vital support enables the
Foundation to continue to fund this revolutionary research that brings us closer in our race to
find a cure!

Update on The Sass Foundation Carol
Litwin Memorial Research Grant in
Breast Cancer
A Thank You from Memorial
Sloan Kettering…Where Your
Money Goes…
On behalf of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center (MSK), we thank The SASS Foundation
for Medical Research for its long-standing supCarol Litwin, November 8,
port of our mission. Your generosity, through The
1948–July 18, 2010. A fitting
SASS Carol Litwin Memorial Fellowship Award
tribute to the memory of a very
special person
(since 2011), has allowed our physician-scientists
to continue to make novel discoveries that benefit not only patients at
MSK, but around the world.
With the most recent grant from The SASS Foundation, Dr. Elizabeth
Comen and her colleagues are making significant progress in understanding the unique role of tumor infiltrating leukocytes TILs) in breast cancer.
Before leaving, MSK, Dr. Heather McArthur’s original project was to evaluate the relationship between the presence of TILs in breast cancer patients
receiving the neoadjuvant chemotherapy and clinical outcomes. In the
past couple of years, however, the science behind understanding TILs has
dramatically evolved so that researchers at MSK are now able to quantify,
stain and sequence TILs in breast cancer. This work has entirely changed the

understanding of how immune cells function within a breast cancer.
Presently, Dr. Comen and colleagues are evaluating TILs among breast
cancer patients who received immunotherapy. In a variety of cancers, immunotherapy has yielded dramatic results. Breast cancer, however, has been
harder to treat with immunotherapies for reasons that have yet to be fully
discerned. Dr. Comen and her team have already conducted two pilot studies of immunotherapy in conjunction with cryoablation in breast cancer
patients. Understanding the role of mutated TILs in breast cancer patients
is essential to understanding how we can better target the tumor microenvironment. Moreover, given the exponential rise immunotherapy, it is critical
that researchers evaluate the influence and response of immunotherapies
in the presence of TILs, hopefully unlocking the mysteries of this dreaded
disease and save lives.
This crucial research would not be possible without your philanthropy,
and we remain grateful for The SASS Foundation ‘s support.
With thanks,
Margaret Rossi O’Connor
Assistant Director, Corporate and Foundation Relations
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
We thank you for your participation in the outing which enables us to
continue to support vital research. Lois Lerner, Executive Director
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SASS Hits a Home Room For Mother’s Day, May 2017
Last May, The SASS Foundation for Medical
Research, Inc., with the help of local high school
baseball teams, sponsored a special campaign for
Mother’s Day: “Hit a Home Run for Mom…Beat
Breast Cancer!”
This unique campaign, designed by Dr. Francis
Arena, with Joan Ambrosino, was aimed at bringing
home the vital message about breast cancer and
the importance of screening and early detection.
Believing that there are no better ambassadors than
our young people, and that “knowledge is power,” The SASS Foundation
was joined by members of local high school baseball teams who played with
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pink stitched baseballs and wore pink wristbands
in honor of their moms. The players were also provided with important printed medical information
as a special Mother’s Day gift for all women.
Last year’s participating high school baseball
teams were from: Roslyn High School, Herricks
High School, Long Beach High School, Mineola
High School, Locust Valley High School, New
Hyde Park High School, Chaminade High School,
Wheatley High School (East Williston), Saint
Mary’s High School. This successful campaign to help save lives will be
repeated again this year.

Providing Outreach and
Vital Information to the Community

Annual Breast/Ovarian Cancer Awareness Day
Saturday, October 21, 2017: Empowering…Educating…Enlightening

This free education event is dedicated to inform
and support all who have been or will be affected
by Breast and Ovarian Cancers and strives to
educate the public. The event held court to an
overflow crowd of 700 people which included
vital Support Services Showcase and “Meet the

Experts” Town Hall Forum, moderated by Dr.
Frank Arena, in which world-renowned physicians discussed the most current information
regarding the diagnosis, treatment and management of Breast and Ovarian Cancers and related
diseases.. Some topics included in the Breakout

Sessions were:“The Team Approach to Treatment
of Breast Cancer,” Empower Your Daughters and
Sisters: Prevention of Gynecological Diseases,”
“Food for Life: Nutrition and Cancer,” “What’s
In Your Genes? Meet an Expert in Genetic
Counseling,” “Meet the Experts in Breast Surgery
& Reconstruction,” as well as many other pertinent and informative topics.
The event culimated in an Awards Ceremony
where deserving Honorees included Dr
Franco Muggia (Eileen Dreyer Memorial
Lecture Award); Judy San Roman (Dorothy
Allen Courage Award); Donna Cioffi &
Linda Bonanno (Lisa Cowan Memorial
Award); TESARO received the Albina Taddeo
Humanitarian Award.
We thank our major sponsor, TESARO, for
their generous support of this day.; and a special
thank you to Martin and Barbara Sass for their
extreme generosity and their continued commitment to finding a cure and making a difference!

Save the Date

Saturday, October 27, 2018
Breast/Ovarian Cancer Awareness Day
Long Island Marriott, Uniondale
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Annual Ovarian/Breast Connection

Saturday, May 6, 2017, Power through Positivity, Strength through Support
The SASS Foundation for Medical Research, Inc. held its Annual Ovarian/
Breast Cancer Connection, A Day of Education and Healing, at The East
Wind Conference Center, Wading River, on Saturday, May 6, 2017.
Addressing a capacity crowd, Dr. Francis P. Arena, President and CoFounder of The SASS Foundation moderated the day. A “Meet the Experts”
Town Hall Forum panel of world-renowned physicians.
This free day of education provides hope through disseminating information on cutting edge treatments and latest advances in Ovarian and Breast
Cancers in the hopes of finding a cure.

This special conference culminated in an awards ceremony with the
Gerry Trunz Memorial Award going to honorees Dr. Dwight De Risi; Dr.
Anne Vinokur; and the Babylon Breast Coalition
The SASS Foundation, in realizing the crucial need for ovarian cancer
educatiAon, is at the forefront to save lives! Knowledge is power and early
detection is key! A special thank you to Martin and Barbara Sass, chairman
and co-founders of The SASS Foundation, for their generosity and continued commitment to find a cure.

Please join us for the

OVARIAN/BREAST CANCER CONNECTION
A DAY O F E DU CAT IO N AND H E ALING

Dedicated to the Memory of Gerry Trunz

Saturday, May 5, 2018 • 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
East Wind Inn & Spa • 5720 Route 25A, Wading River, NY

“Meet the Experts” Town Hall Forum • Support Services Showcase
Continental Breakfast • Awards Ceremony & Keynote Address
MODERATED BY DR. FRANCIS P. ARENA

Register NOW for this Free Education Day
To register, visit www.sassfoundation.org (click EVENT REGISTRATION). For more information, call 516-365-SASS (7277)
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GOLF OUTING &
TENNIS TOURNAMENT
S AV E T H E D AT E

MONDAY,
OCTOBER 15, 2018
THE CREEK
LATTINGTOWN, NY

INVITATION TO FOLLOW
For further information: contact Lois Lerner
516.365.7277 or llernersassfdn@gmail.com

Help Us Continue Our Fight
Against Cancer

EXCITING NEWS! PLAY ON THE NEWLY RESTORED GROUNDS
AT THE FABULOUS CREEK, LATTINGTOWN, NY
Contact Lois Lerner, Executive Director at 516.668.2619,
llernersassfdn@gmail.com or visit www.sassfoundation.org if you would
like to make a donation and support breast cancer research.
JOIN US ON OCTOBER 15 AND PLAY FOR A CURE! HELP TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Together, We Will Make A Difference!
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1025 Northern Blvd., Suite 302
Roslyn, NY 11576-1506
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Call: 516.365.SASS (7277)
Or email: llernersassfdn@gmail.com
Visit us at: www.sassfoundation.org

Lois M. Lerner,
Executive Director, Editor-in-Chief
Printed by Minuteman Press, Port Washington, NY

welcome to
T hank you,in advance,for supporting 
The SASS Foundation for Medical Research Inc.
Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com
and amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible amazonsmile purchases, when you designate
The SASS Foundation for Medical Research, Inc.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/11-2785757
This link will take you directly to the amazon website in support of
The SASS Foundation—a 501(c) (3) public charity.
S upport The Sass Foundation for Medical Research Inc.
Fighting cancer through research, patient care and education.

You shop. Amazon gives.



