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N E W S B R E A K
SASS Welcomes Distinguished Researcher as its
2017 Visiting Professor — Thorsten Zenz, PhD, MD

The SASS Foundation for Medical
Research, Inc. is proud to welcome Dr.
Thorsten Zenz as the Visiting Professor
for 2017.
Thorsten Zenz is an attending physician at the University Hospital,
Heidelberg. He also heads the
Lymphoma Research section at the

German Cancer Research Center
(DKFZ) / National Center for
Tumor Diseases in Heidelberg and
is a full professor for ‘Molecular
Therapy in Haematology and
Oncology’ at the DKFZ. After
completing his training in Internal
Medicine and Haematology/
Oncology at the Universities
of Freiburg and Heidelberg, he
moved to Heidelberg in 2011. In
2013 he was selected to receive
the prestigious “Mildred Scheel
Professorship” entitled Molecular
Therapy in Haematology and
Oncology to further develop his
program at the University Hospital
and German Cancer Research
Center.
His work has significantly
contributed to the molecular un-

derstanding of the impact of genetic
lesions on the disease course and
response to therapy in lymphoma
and leukemia. He has led the development of current guidelines on
the integration of molecular testing
in CLL and current clinical risk
models of the disease.
A particular focus has been the
clinical exploitation of genetic
mutations. His current work focuses
on the translation of genomics in to
clinical care and large scale studies
to understand drug response of
cancer cells. Dr. Zenz has authored
and co-authored several Key publications that document his vital
research and clinical trials.
On Wednesday, March 29th, Dr.
Zenz will be honored as The SASS
Foundation 2017 Visiting Professor

at Weill Cornell Medical College.
Dr. Zenz will conduct Grand
Rounds and will be the Guest
Lecturer and present at a Scientific
Session in the Uris Auditorium
with a luncheon to follow. This
special day will culminate when Dr.
Zenz will be feted at a dinner in
his honor on at Felidia’s Restaurant
in NYC,which will be attended by
SASS Foundation board members
and invited guests. Dr. Zenz will
be presented with a special award
at the dinner. Kudos to Dr. Sudhir
Gupta, Chairman, Scientific and
Medical Boards of The SASS
Foundation for his efforts in coordinating this special event.

The 2017 SASS Foundation Carol Litwin Memorial Research Fellow
in Breast Cancer at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
“The generosity of the Sass Foundation and its
donors will help us find new and better treatments
for women, everywhere, who are fighting breast
cancer with tremendous courage and grace. All of us
at MSK are grateful for your support. We look
forward to repaying your kindness with real progress
against this disease.”Elizabeth Comen, MD, Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Elizabeth Comen, MD, is a medical oncologist within the Breast Medicine
Service at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSK). Her research
focuses on improving how breast cancer is identified, prevented, and treated
once it has spread to other parts of the body. In particular, she is working to
better understand the environment in which breast cancer lives and grows.
At present, she is leading a clinical trial aimed at mobilizing the immune
system to attack cancer early on in a women’s diagnosis.

Dr. Comen treats over 400 women with breast cancer each year—including many young women who have unique concerns about fertility. She strives
to provide personalized, compassionate care that is based on the most up-todate research, diagnostic tools and therapies. A graduate of Harvard Medical
School, Dr. Comen completed her residency at Mt. Sinai Medical Center and
fellowship at Memorial Sloan Kettering prior to joining the MSK faculty.
As The SASS Carol Litwin Memorial Research Fellow, Dr. Comen has
been provided with the vital funds by the Foundation, necessary to have
assembled a multi-disciplinary team that is exploring immunotherapy in
women newly diagnosed with breast cancer. The hope is that given the
successes seen with immune therapy strategies across multiple breast cancer
tumor types, with successful identification of biomarkers that predict response, Dr. Comen and her team will be able to identify the people who are
most likely to benefit from these most promising strategies.
The funding from The SASS Foundation has enabled this vital research
to take place and hopefully, bring us closer to finding a cure.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN Martin D. Sass
Our Gala Dinner Dance & Casino Night held on September 16th , 2016 at
Guastavino’s in New York City was well attended, great fun and a successful fund-raising event, with proceeds used to help fulfill the most unmet
medical need-–the fight against cancer, the #2 killer in the United States.
We thank all of you who attended the Gala and contributed to the SASS
Foundation for Medical Research (“SFMR”). Your generosity helps us to
continue to support important cancer research, patient care and education.
A hot political topic is drug prices. Although pharmaceuticals represent
less than 20% of the $2.7 trillion annual cost of Healthcare, the populist
topic of medical drug pricing remains a constant headline issue. It is appropriate that action be taken to prevent unconscionable price increases
in decades-old prescription drugs with no competition, but companies
like Turing and Valeant who engaged in these activities are the minority.
Responsible pharmaceutical companies are growing through demand for
important innovative drugs that save and preserve lives. Demand for these
products drives volume growth, rather than pricing, and innovative companies need to be able to spend the huge R&D monies to develop additional
innovative life-saving and life-preserving drugs .It also remains critically
important that charitable institutions like ours also continue to sponsor
research grants and fellowship programs that may not be economically attractive to the drug companies. Our funds are needed to explore promising
new areas in the fight against cancer..
An exciting area of research which brings new optimism to the battle
against cancer is in the rapidly growing field of Immunotherapy. This

state-of-the-art treatment has been called
the medical equivalent of splitting the atom.
Immunotherapy, harnesses the body’s own
immune system to battle its own cancer, even
when standard treatments fail. It uses nontoxic substances either made by the body or in a laboratory to boost the
body’s natural defenses to fight the disease. At Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center (“MSKCC”) the SFMR started funding vital breast cancer
research using immunotherapy several years ago. In 2016 the SFMR committed to an additional grant at MSKCC to ensure completion of a study
by a multidisciplinary team under Dr. Elizabeth Comen, which seeks to
find better, less toxic cures for breast cancer. It is hoped that by augmenting one’s immune response to the unique biologic features of one’s tumor,
that breast cancer patients may develop long-term immunity against their
tumor, and ultimately, be cured of the disease.
Success in battling cancer, like success in business, isn’t simply a matter of
financial capital. Success in fighting this disease requires intellectual capital,
persistence, perseverance and passion. With your help, we will persist in
funding medical research grants and fellowships to help find new ways to
improve cancer treatments, enhance the quality of life and extend survival
for those who can’t be cured at this time.
We want to thank all our loyal supporters and friends and wish you a
Healthy, Happy, Prosperous and Peaceful 2017!

FROM THE PRESIDENT Francis P. Arena, MD, FACP
It has been a while since I have written an update on the SASS Foundation
for Medical Research, Inc. There are so many new things that you will see in
this issue. There are also so many things that continue and remain the same.
Our commitment to find a cure for cancer, to educate both professionals
and the lay public and to support research continue to be our priorities; but
with all things, we need push the envelope as hard and as fast as possible.
Why you might ask? Because every day there are so many people praying
that something can be done to help them in their fight against cancer. We
all have a time clock that is ticking and telling us not to stop, not to hesitate, but continue the fight.
Many years ago, I wrote about putting a line in the sand and standing
tall and strong in our fight against cancer. The SASS Foundation answered
that bell then and with even more commitment, now. We have initiated
a strategic alliance with the Hairy Cell Leukemia Foundation (HCLF).
Together with the HCL Foundation, The SASS Foundation has committed
to a five year, two million dollar initiative to fund research in Lymphoma

and chronic Leukemia. Such an alliance
allows The SASS Foundation to harness its
resources along with the HCLF and make
a very impactful statement against these
dreaded diseases.
At the same time, The SASS Foundation
continues to have the Annual Breast and Ovarian Cancer Education days
for the public. We continue, thanks to the efforts of Dr. Sudhir Gupta, to
have our Visiting Professorship at the Weill Cornell Medical College and
the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. We continue to support The
Carol Litwin Grant Award in Breast Cancer Research at Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center. In short, we haven’t forgotten why The SASS
Foundation was started…we just made our fight even BIGGER !!!
With your help and support, all of these projects will continue until we
indeed find a cure!
“Together We Will make a Difference!”

Together We Can Make a Difference!
WWW.SASSFOUNDATION.ORG • A 501(C)(3) PUBLIC CHARITY
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The SASS Foundation 2016 Golf Outing & Tennis
Tournament Raises Additional Funds for Breast
Cancer Research
On a spectacular sunny day in May, 72 Golfers
and 25 Tennis Players teamed up at The Creek,
in Lattingtown, once again this year, to participate in a fun-filled day and evening with the goal
of raising money for cancer research.
The day’s events culminated down at the
Creek’s Beach House and included the Cocktail
Reception, Lobsters/Filet Migon Dinner and
Desserts down on the beach. What a fantastic
way to end a wonderful day for a great cause!
Silent auction, Lucky Bucks, and Raffle Prizes
Drawing with fabulous prizes were all part of this
special evening.
A portion of the net proceeds from the Outing
go toward continuing funding for The SASS

Foundation Carol Litwin Memorial Award–a
multi- year research project in breast cancer at
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.
Dr. Francis Arena, President & Co-Founder of
The SASS Foundation introduced medical oncologist and researcher, Dr. Heather McArthur the
SASS Foundation Carol Litwin Memorial Fellow
at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,
where breast cancer research has been funded by
the SASS Foundation since 2012. Dr. McArthur
provided an update on her research that utilizes
immunotherapy to harness the immune system
to treat and potentially cure breast cancer cells.
Dr. McArthur thanked The SASS Foundation
profusely for providing these funds to conduct

2017 Golf And Tennis Outing:
Join Us at The Creek and Help
to Find a Cure!

this vital multi-year research in clinical trials to
increase cure rate in women with breast cancer.
Martin D. Sass, Chairman and Co-Founder
of The SASS Foundation addressed the audience
and applauded the efforts of the Tennis Chair,
Bob Litwin. He also thanked the many corporations, and individuals whose sponsorships,
including Matthew Carey as Golf Event Sponsor,
for their participation that has helped to make
a difference in the Foundation’s quest to help
eradicate cancer. Their vital support enables the
Foundation to continue to fund this revolutionary research that brings us closer in our race to
find a cure!

GOLF OUTING &
TENNIS TOURNAMENT

Hi,
Every year I read and hear about more progress in breast cancer treatment.
The trajectory is going in the right direction. I start to think that the cure
is coming soon. That there is no more work for me to do in raising money.
Others can raise what little is left to raise.
But then the sirens call me. Marty and Barbara Sass. Dr. Frank Arena.
Lois Lerner. They call out to me and say, “we are not done. Will you come
back to Long Island, join us and do your thing?”
I hesitate and, in the quiet of the mountains I hear Carol’s voice saying,
“you can help others avoid the pain and loss that you felt. Our children and
grandchildren. Our friends and their children. You can make difference in
their lives.”
And I know, once again, I will do the work of being the siren for those
around me. And we can, together, live a best story of our lives: “We make a
difference in one person’s life and that makes a difference in many lives.”
See you all at The Creek on May 22nd.
Bob Litwin

Save the Date

MONDAY, MAY 22
THE CREEK
LATTINGTOWN, NY

For further information: contact Lois Lerner
516.365.7277 or llernersassfdn@gmail.com
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The SASS Foundation Gala Raises Money to Fight Cancer!
Honors Yaron Rosenthal & Laurie Winkler –“Friends Helping Friends”

On a balmy Friday evening, September 16th, The SASS Foundation for Medical Research held its
Gala Dinner Dance & Casino at the glorious Guastavino’s, unique in its architecture and cloistered
under the 59th St. Bridge. The SASS Foundation, in its 30th year, brought together over 200 business
people, medical professionals, loyal supporters and friends. The enthusiastic attendees paid tribute to
two very special individuals.
The Business Leadership Award was presented to Yaron Rosenthal, the Founder and Chairman of Parts
Authority, a wholesale automotive parts distribution company located in several states. Mr. Rosenthal has
a history of supporting worthy causes and is known for his far-reaching philanthropic efforts.
The Courage Award was bestowed upon Laurie Winkler, Lloyd Harbor, NY. In 2014, Laurie was
diagnosed with Leukemia and was lucky to have friends like Yaron and Michele Rosenthal that led
her to Dr. Arena. Laurie delivered a passionate and humorous speech and provided others faced with a
similar diagnosis with the hope and knowledge that they can be cured as well!
The co-founders of The SASS Foundation, Martin & Barbara Sass & Dr. Francis Arena, greeted the
happy revelers and encouraged them to participate in the silent auctions, Chinese auction, and Casino
with net proceeds going to cutting-edge cancer research, patient care and education.
Noted members of the SASS Foundation Medical Board of Advisors in attendance included Dr.
Sudhir Gupta, Chairman, Scientific & Medical Boards; Dr. Morton Coleman, Dr. Franco Muggia,
and Dr. Kanti Rai., who were thanked for their tireless efforts toward finding a cure. Kudos to the
Executive Board members of The SASS Foundation present–- Ari Sass, Lara Sass, Joe Amella and Tom
Constance. Funds raised from this fabulous event will be used to help unlock the mysteries involved in
the onset and progression of cancer and blood related diseases.
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Providing Outreach and Education to the Community:
Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Day,
Saturday, October 29, 2016–A Stirring Message of Hope
This free education event is dedicated to inform and support all who
have been or will be affected by Breast Cancer and strives to educate the
public. The event held court to an overflow crowd of over 650 people.
included vital support service groups and a “Meet the Experts” Town Hall
Forum,moderated by Dr. Frank Arena, in which world-renowned physicians discussed the most current information regarding the diagnosis and
treatment of Breast Cancer and related diseases. Breakout sessions included
“The Team Approach to Treatment of Breast Cancer,” “Food for Life:
Nutrition and Cancer,” “What’s In Your Genes? Meet an Expert in Genetic
Counseling,” “Meet the Experts in Breast Surgery & Reconstruction”, and
many other pertinent topics. The deserving Honorees included, Dorothy
Vance Forte, Founding Member of the Manhasset Women’s Coalition
Against Breast Cancer, (Albina Taddeo Award); Andrea Hutton, Author,

Bald is Better with Earrings (Lisa Cowan Award); and Dorothy Allen was
presented with The Courage Award.
Special recognition was given to SASS Foundation Chairman and CoFounders, Martin D. and Barbara Sass, and Lara Sass, SASS Foundation
Executive Board member. We sincerely thank Amgen, AstraZeneca,
Celgene, Genentech, Myriad Genetic Labs, Great Soles, Meryl Rosenblatt
for their support. A special thank you to Martin and Barbara Sass for their
extreme generosity and their commitment to finding a cure and making a
difference!
Please mark your calendars for The SASS Foundation’s 23rd Annual
Breast Cancer Awareness Day to be held on Saturday, October 21, 2017 at
the L.I. Marriott in Uniondale.

Save the Date

Saturday, October 21, 2017
23RD ANNUAL

Breast Cancer Awareness Day
Long Island Marriott, Uniondale
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Partnering For a Healthy Community

Annual Ovarian/Breast Connection – Saturday, May 14, 2016
The SASS Foundation for Medical Research, Inc.
held its Annual Education Day: The Ovarian/
Breast Cancer Connection, A Day of Education
and Healing, at The East Wind Conference
Center, Wading River, on Saturday, May 14,
2016.
Addressing a capacity crowd, Dr. Francis P.
Arena, President and Co-Founder of The SASS
Foundation moderated the day. A “Meet the
Experts” Town Hall Forum panel of worldrenowned physicians presented the latest vital

information in the race to find a cure. In his
keynote address, “Immunotherapy: The Future is
Here,”Dr. Arena gave hope to all while presenting cutting-edge and important advances in
cancer care.
The Gerry Trunz Memorial Award was
presented to the National Ovarian Cancer
Coalition, Long Island Chapter. Stephanie
Taylor, Chapter Coordinator, accepted the award.
The Foundation is grateful to Mr. Charles
Trunz for his generous donation that helped to

underwrite this most important day, as well as
the tremendous generosity of the Sass family. The
SASS Foundation, in realizing the crucial need
for ovarian cancer education, is at the forefront
to save lives! Knowledge is power and early
detection is key!
The 10th Annual Ovarian Awareness Day will
take place on Saturday, May 6, 2016. Please
register by logging on to sassfoundation.org and
click on Event Registration.

Please join us for the

OVARIAN/BREAST
CANCER CONNECTION
A DAY O F EDUCATI ON AND HEALI NG

Dedicated to the Memory of Gerry Trunz

Saturday, May 6, 2017 • 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
East Wind Inn & Spa • 5720 Route 25A, Wading River, NY
“Meet the Experts” Town Hall Forum
Support Services Showcase • Continental Breakfast
Awards Ceremony & Keynote Address

MODERATED BY DR. FRANCIS P. ARENA

Register NOW for this Free Education Day
To register, visit www.sassfoundation.org (click EVENT REGISTRATION)
For more information, call 516-365-SASS (7277)
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SASS Foundation Jr. Volunteer Board Makes a Difference!
Looking to the Future

My name is Bryan Rentzer and I am a senior
at Roslyn High School. I joined The SASS
Foundation Jr. Volunteer Board as a Sophmore
becoming the Treasurer in my Junior Year, and
this year I am a Co-President. The Jr. Volunteer
Board is made up of a group of students from
all grades. Our group dedicates its time and
effort to The SASS Foundation events, such as
the Breast Cancer Awareness Day in October
and the Ovarian Cancer Awareness Day in
May. The board has held fundraisers to serve
this cause. This has included a clothing sale at
the Sid Jacobson JCC and a soccer tournament
started by our very own President, Molli Spencer,
who donated all of the proceeds directly to The
SASS Foundation. Additionally, this year we will
receive a portion of the funds from the Roslyn
H. S. Benefit Fashion Show. This will be instrumental in raising awareness for a cause extremely
special to us. Although our group has been very
helpful to the Foundation, The SASS Foundation
has taught our group the value of philanthropy,
the virtue of collaboration and community, and
the selflessness we strive to attain.
My name is Molli Spencer. As a 9th grader,
just starting high school, I was eager to find a
club that I could devote my time to and be passionate about. The SASS Foundation for Medical
Research was just what I was looking for. Not
only am I interested in finding a cure, but cancer
has been an illness that has run in my family
for many years. I decided that it was my turn
to try to help them out. I was a strong and avid
member for 3 years and this year I have had the
opportunity become a President. As President of
The SASS Foundation for Medical Research Jr.

Volunteer Board, I try to come up with ideas for
school fundraisers beyond traditional bake sales.
I wanted to do more with something that would
truly make a difference. I decided to move the
ball forward and take the lead as I initiated the
fundraiser, “Kicks for Cancer.” I solicited sponsors so we could rent a field, hire referees and
recruit volunteers. Together we raised $2,800 for
The Foundation. Our success guarantees that it
will continue after I graduate. I hope to continue
to work for The Foundation throughout the rest
of my high school career and to have it carry on
after I leave.

My name is Lexi Knee and I am a Co-President
of The SASS Foundation Jr. Volunteer Board
at Roslyn High School. This is my fourth year
as part of the Junior Volunteer Board and it has
made a huge impact on my life. Cancer runs in
my family so the efforts of The SASS Foundation
to raise money and spread awareness for cancer
research and education, is helping my family as well as others. We work at Breast Cancer
Awareness Day every October and Ovarian
Cancer Awareness Day every May. We are hosting
special fundraising events at our school and out
of school that will, hopefully, send an important
message and raise money for The Foundation.
I am proud to be a member of the Jr. Volunteer
Board at Roslyn H.S. and I am honored to have
been part of it throughout my high school career.
My name is Marni Cohen and I am a CoPresident of The SASS Foundation Junior
Volunteer Board at Roslyn H.S. It has been an
honor to be part of such an amazing foundation,
since my freshman year of high school. For the
past four years, I have learned so much about The
Foundation itself at our multiple meetings and
at school events. Some events include the Breast
Cancer Awareness Day and the Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Day, which I have had the opportunity to work at for four years. At these events,
I have met some of the most amazing, strong
and brave people and have learned so many new
things about The Foundation itself. Our goal
this year is to spread awareness as best as we can,
start new events, and find different ways to raise
money for The SASS Foundation. We all hope
to make a difference and help those who are
suffering.
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Roslyn, NY 11576-1506
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Visit us at: www.sassfoundation.org
Lois M. Lerner,
Executive Director, Editor-in-Chief
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CH A M PI ONS F O R C H A R I T Y
S HO PPIN G F O R A C U R E !
Last December, The SASS Foundation, once again, was proud to take part in
Americana Manhasset’s Holiday Benefit Shopping Event.
The SASS Foundation was graciously hosted by Burberry on Sunday, December 4th,
with a vast array of delectable smalls bites and sparkling winter cocktails.
We thank all those who shopped for us during this four-day event.
Joan Ambrosino
Dr. Frank Arena
Tanya Bajal
Laurie Blumberg
John J. Briggs Bekiaris
Tone Burrows
Lori Carlino

Deirdre Costa Major
Dara De Risi
Jeffrey L. Doppelt
Jorge Flores
Daria Forrest
Kate W. Gibbons
Ross Kandel

Scott Kimmel
Missy Kreinces
Bokhee Lee
Lois M. Lerner
Dr. Mauer
Hemlata Patel
Janine Richards

Karen Sherman
Susan Siliwinski
Joni Spencer
Claire Sweeney
Patricia Tan
Deanna Toffales
Audrey Troy

